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It is creditable to the zeal and intelligence of our medical brethren in Italy 
that they are able to sustain, in addition to professional journals of the usual 
character, one on special subjects. We may express the opinion that the ex¬ 
pectations and promises of I)r. Sorcsina anu of nis collaborators, twenty-one in 
number, have been borne out by the substantial additions to our knowledge of 
the literature and clinics of Syphilography and Dermatology in the contents of 
the two volumes for the last year and of the two numbers for the present one. 
The Journal wears, in addition to its intrinsic merits, a pleasant face in its One 
paper, clear type, and numerous engravings in illustration of various matters in 
the text It has a large store of clinical materials to draw from in the separate 
departments of the great hospital of Milan for venereal and cutaneous diseases. 
The annual report 0 f those of the latter class for 1865, by Dr. Pubim, shows 
that there were no less than 1483 cases successfully treated in that year in the 
hospital, and 64 out-patients prescribed for. Of this number, 904 were cases of 
scabies, 134 of tinea (porrigo), and 355 of non-contagious diseases of the skm. 
The last mentioned were made up of 181 males and 1 «4 females. In both sexes 
the prevalent varieties of dermatosis were eczema, impetigo, erythema, prurigo, 
psoriasis, and lupus. The women were most affected with eczema^ during the 
period of lactation, and that in every month of the year. Impetiginous and 

pruriginous cases were most numerous in July. 

The January number for 1867 opens with a paper on dermatology, written 
aphoristically by Prof. Gamberini, in which he gives a succinct yet lucid de¬ 
scription of the several diseases of the skin, anatomically and pathologically con¬ 
sidered and brier references to their causes and occasionally to their treatment. 
After speaking of syphilitic and scrofulous dermatoses, the author pictures the 
gouty, alkaline, and arsenical varieties. A learned and instructive lecture on 
Tinea tonsurans, by Prof. Michelacci, finds place in the May and July numbers 
for 1867 and the January one for 1868. It is accompanied by engravings of a 


a*pplicablcT also to "sycosis and acne, will consist primarily of depilation i 
destruction of the parasite by appropriate topical applications. It may be well 
to remember when depilation is had recourse to, that the pain accompanying 
this process is entirely prevented by the previous use of the ether spray, us 
recommended by Dr. llorand. Prot. Scarenzio gives the history of a case of 
tinea or porrigo favosa diffused over the surface of the body, in a young man 
aged twentv'-six V’ears, whose childhood and youth had been passed in great 
destitution. Generous diet, bitters, and chalybeates brought up the general 
system to a healthy standard. Fomentations and cataplasms, shaving the head, 
bathing, and cleansing washes, followed by a solution of corrosive sublimate to 
the parts, completed the cure. Another report on the department of the hospi¬ 
tal for cutaneous diseases is made by Dr. Schivardi, in which he takes occasion 
to speak in strong terms of censure of the almost entire want ol adequate 
lodging and means of bathing for the patients in the hospital affected with por¬ 
rigo and scabies. He treats in detail of the history of this last disease, and of 
the discovery, structure, and habits of the Acarus scaluei. The successive 
modes of treatment are also detailed; the greatest stress being laid on storux 
and llelmerich’s ointment, which latter the author believes to be the best remedy 
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of all those hitherto used. He relates the successful results of the practice of 
different physicians in favour of storax; but he regards this article a3 more 
costly than the ointment just named, and its use is attended with the serious 
drawback of staining the linen and other material worn next the skin. The 
ointment of Helmench, as originally prescribed by him, consists of flowers of 
sulphur three parts, subcarbonate of potash one part and a half, and fat and oil 
enough to make a soft ointment. In the Milan hospital, brown soap, in the pro¬ 
portion of eight parts, is added, with the effect of a great increase of antipsoric 
virtue. A warm bath of an hour’s duration, and a good lathering and washing 
with brown soap, should precede the use of the ointment, which is then well 
rubbed on the affected skin by the patient, assisted by a ward attendant. The 
patient then resumes his shirt, and nis hands and arms are covered with cotton 
or linen pieces, and he is put to bed until the next day, when he takes a cleansing 
bath with soap, so as to remove all the ointment from his skin. I)r. Schivardi 
restricts the time required for this mode of treatment of the itch into a still 
shorter period, saying, a few lines further on, “By this method, a patient coming 
in early in the morning goes out cured in the evening." Under previous modes 
of treatment the stay in the hospital was nineteen days. The clothes used by 
the patients with itch arc put into a box and exposed to a temperature of 122* 
Fahr., which destroys the acarus and its eggs. In some hospitals the clothes 
are subjected to sulphur fumigations. Dr. Schivardi denounces in strong lan¬ 
guage the barbarous practice of subjecting those afflicted with tinea tonsurans, 
or "sculled head,” to the pitch cap. 

Prof. Lombroso, in a letter to Dr. Griesinger, contained in the January and 
February numbers of the Journal for the present year, furnishing an interesting 
statement of the etiology, symptoms, anatomical lesions, and treatment of Mania 
Pellagrina, and incidentally notices the causes and comparative statistics of 
pellagra itself. “That the pellagrous are all of them inhabitants of the country 
or poor is,” Dr. Lombroso assures us, "certain; that pellagra is diffused in the 
direct proportion to the cultivation of maize (Indian-corn), is equally certain. 
Thus Cremona and Brescia contain one pellagrous subject in every 2L or 22 of 
the inhabitants. Pavia only one in 488, and Sondrio one in 41GG; the fact being 
that in the two first-mentioned districts the food consists exclusively of maize, 
and in the other tiro places, in addition, rice in the first and rye in the second. 
So also Rovgo, in the decennial period 1847-56, could furnish only 12 subjects 
of pellagrine mania, and Bclluno 22, because in the first rice and in the second 
rye and chestnuts were abundant, while Verona and Treviso, yielding largely 
maize, gave 109 and 209 pellagrine maniacs; and pellagra is now for the first 
time making headway in Oomarca and Yal d’Arno, following the cultivation and 
nse of maize. The disease does not appear in Naples and Sicily, owing to the 
use, conjointly with maize, of vetches, beans, figs, and golden apples.” The 
author refers in a note to the statistics of Bcllardini, from which it appears that 
of 37,208 pellagrous persons but 4032 were workmen, and all of the remainder 
were countrv people; the proportion of the sexes was 21,140 mnles, and 10,488 
females. Cnemistry fails to furnish us with any explanation, since maize is 
richer in the phosphates and azotates than rice, which, looking to China and 
India, cannot be accused of causing pellagra in the immense populations of 
those two countries, whose chief and almost sole food consists or this grain. 
Dr. Lombroso hints at the probability of an explanation being found in the 
sporisorium or spore product of maize. 

The author tells us that in every hundred of the pellagrous there are 10 of 
this number insane. Of 50 persons labouring under pellagra, 27 had the disease 
by hereditary predisposition; in the 23 others there was no sign of serious or¬ 
ganic or cerebral lesion. Of the first class there were 6 whose parents suffered 
from pellagra, 7 whose brothers were thus affected, while the aunts of 2 and the 
grandfather of 1 were in the same category. Two had fathers, one a brother, 
and two had uncles who had all been victims of alcoholism. Insanity had shown 
itself in the parents of four, in the brothers of three, and in the uncles of two 
or the twenty-seven sufferers from hereditary pellagra. Of the entire number 
only teu were cured; and of the twenty-three who were exempt from hereditary 
taint, there were ten cures. Five cases of mania pellagrina were referable to a 
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predisposition induced by insufficient food, and to the exciting causes of a moral 
nature—fear and matrimonial disappointment. In two instances the exciting 
cause was lactation in one and the ‘puerperal state in the other. The food of 
all of them had been almost entirely maize, with a little^ rice and milk. 

Dr. Lombroso presents, as the results of his observations for a period of five 
years, a statement of the peculiarities in structure and functions of the subjects 
of pellagrous mauia, which come under the heads of weight of the body, erythema, 
configuration of the cranium, digestion, urine, motility and sensibility, and the 
psychical faculties. The weight or the body in the pellagrous maniacs is of the 
lowest degree met with in chronic diseases, and especially in insanity. On an 
average, it is less by 25 pounds than the physiological rate. The absence of 
erythema in so many of the patients received into the hospital may be explained 
by the circumstance of the long interval of exemption from rural labour, and 
consequent protection from the sun, exposure to which, if not the direct, is the 
adjuvant cause of the erythema. Inquiries would show the previous existence 
in these persons of the cutaneous eruption. Dr. Lombroso directs attention to 
an nflection of the skin which seems to him to be quite common, as it occurred 
in 30 of the 50 cases whose history he records. It is telangiectasia, or a subcu¬ 
taneous extravasation of blood spread oyer the breast and abdomen like petechia;. 
The cranium has no special conformation belonging to this variety of insanity. 
The anomaly of the growth of the beard in women and its absence in men, so 
common in the insane generally, is seldom seen in the pellagrous, except the 
disease be hereditary. The same may be said of malformation of the ears and 
teeth. The digestive functions, which in the first period of pellagra are so much 
deranged, are quite normal in pellagrous mania. The subjects of this latter no 
longer complain of that burning heat in the epigastrium and the continuous 
eructations which are so tormenting before the outbreak of mania. It must be 
said, however, that nearly all of them exhibit a tongue with longitudinal and 
sometimes trausversal cracks and fissures, and with a dry and red surface from 
abrasion of the epithelium, as is seen in those affected with catarrh. With some 
of the pellagrous, in all seasons, diarrhoea is one of the most constant accom¬ 
paniments, and at the same time unmanageable, and in many cases it proves to 
be the direct cause of death. The urine offers some noticeable particulars in 
pellagrous mania, but more of a negative than a positive nature. Thus, while 
other classes of the insane discharge a urine of a very deep colour, loaded with 
an abundance of phosphates, and of greatly increased specific gravity, on the 
approach and at the time of the paroxysm, the urine of the pellagrous insane is 
of less specific gravity, and undergoes little change in either the period of ex¬ 
citement or that of calm. 

Of the functions of animal life, motility is that which undergoes the greatest 
changes. More than erythema itself, as diagnostic of this disease, is a singular 
ri'ridity, especially of the extensor muscles, and hence the preference of the pa¬ 
tients for movements of flexion and contraction. Some of them will rest firmly 
on their feet, but they take neither an erect nor a sitting posture; or others will 
hold the arm out, semiflexed and rigid. On occasions this tendency is carried 
so far as to produce varices, &c. Sensibility is generally less in pellagrous 
insanity than in ordinary health, as tested by the induced electrical current, 
according to a method proposed bv the author. An exception to this difference 
is found in the frontal region, which is as sensitive, if not more so, in the disease 
under notice than in health. The insensibility in other respects shows itself in 
the disregard or cold, or of great heat even to the extent of its causing burns 
and scalds. Dr. Lombroso has not seen any form of insanity peculiar to pellagra, 
or which would seem to distinguish it from other forms of mental derangement. 

The ordinary complications of mania pellagrina are the well-known pellagrous 
ulcers of the intestine, gangrenous bedsores, paralysis of the bladder and of the 
inferior limbs, cedema either partial or general, scurvy, and persistent umcmia. 
Dr. Lombroso remarks on the singularity of the absence of diffused tubercle in 
pellagra, although this disease prevails in the province which furnishes the ma¬ 
terials for his observations, and it is known to be common among the insane 
generally. In its stead come cases of cardiac complication—1st, of carditis; 
2dlv of hypertrophy of the heart; and 3dly, of atheroma. The terminations 
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of pellagrous mania are exhibited by the author in histories of different cases. 
First is that of suicide, committed in two instances by the patients, both of them 
females, the one 58. the other 47 years of age. Dr. L. gives as the immediate 
cause or death in the cases he relates.paralysis,ulcerated colitis, myocarditis, &c. 

Doctor L., differing from most of those who have written on the subject, has 
frequently met with lesions of the heart, which he regards as primary affections 
in pellagrous maniacs, whereas those of the lungs, and chiefly pneumonia, are 
secondary. Sometimes tuberculosis is arrested and takes a retrograde course. 
The most frequent anatomical change perceived after autopsy was ulceration of 
the mucous membrane of the colon. 

The cure of pellagrous mania is. in the author’s experience, a comparatively 
easy matter. In fifty cases of the disease, he could count twenty cures, and of 
these there were but two relapses; six were cured spontaneously, and. as it 
would seem, by good food. He points out a peculiar form of pellagrous muuia, 
which he believes to have escaped the notice of previous writers. It consists 
iu an arrest of growth of the body, and above all, of the organs of generation, 
with, at the same time, precocity and permanent activity of the intellectual 
faculties. Six cases of this nature came under his care, and of these five were 
cured and one was in a course of recovery. Of the four cases the histories of 
whiyh are given, two were females and two males. 

The Mcthcal Journal of Rome is quoted in the August number of the Italian 
Journal for some practical observations by I)r. Tussi on the use of arsenic in 
certuin surgical diseases. Two cases of lupus erodens are described, in which 
the application of an arsenical powder called after Frate Cosimo was attended 
with complete success, and the cicatrices were observed to be more equal and 
uniform than usual. AVe are told by the same author that the efficiency of 
arsenic in destroying syphilitic, scrofulous, and herpetic virus is unequalled. 
Scrofulous ulcers which had been rebellious to the topical application of iodine, 
mercury, and various tonic remedies, yielded wonderfully to a weak solution of 
arsenic in rose or mint water. In cases of obstinate phagedenic ulcers of a 
venereal character which had resisted the use of mercurial preparations, Tassi 
added to a solution of sublimate a grain or so of arsenic with the best effects. 
The free use topically of arsenic in ulcers of the lower extremities with callous 
border, occurring to the inhabitants of paludal regions, or from specific causes, 
was quite successful, conjoined with methodical compression, which of itself 
had produced no effect. The author adds that modern therapeutics admit the 
almost specific effect of arsenic in parasitical diseases. In syphilitic cachexia 
he has used Donovan’s solution as modified by Ferrara, with the best results. 

Doctor D’Ormea. assistant clinical physician for the treatment of venereal 
cutaneous diseases in the University of Bologna, speaks of the healing virtues 
of Fowler’s solution in epithelioma; and confirms the observations of Professors 
Gamberini and Rizzoli to the same purport. He gives the histories of six cases 
of females—all of them prostitutes—who had fungous growths nt the orifice of 
the urethra or at the borders of the internal labix*, and who had been treated by 
mercurials and cauterization, and other remedies without effect, but who were 
cured by the external application of Fowler’s solution. In three other cases, 
one of a man, and two of females, still under his care when he wrote, there was 
evident amelioration of the disease. In the man the epithelioma with ulcera- 
tion was seated on the soft palate. 

The solution _of perchloridc of iron is strongly recommended in anthrax by Dr. 
Giuseppe, who is attached to the Great Hospital in Milan. The author point 3 
out the various diseases and local structural changes in which this remedy has 
been applied with more or less success, since its first introduction into practice in 
3853. Among these we find leucorrbcea with reluxed state of the os uteri, and 
especially vegetations and granulations in the vagina, chronic or passive menor¬ 
rhagia. and in the latter days of excessive and unduly prolonged menstruation. 
In cases of this nature, the following injection was used: decoction of marsh 
mallow two-thirds, with which is to be mixed four or five drachms of perchloride 
of iron of the density of forty-five degrees of Beanmfi’s aerometer, to be repeated 
two or three times daily. This formula was also employed in case of superfi¬ 
cial erosions and fissures of the os uteri, and us an auxiliary remedy in descent 
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and slight obliquity of this organ. As an hrcmostatic for external hemorrhages 
Yicnte used the following formula: distilled water, three and a half ounces: 
sesquichloride of iron, from forty-fire to seventy-fire grains. Lint or muslin 
compress moistened with this liquid is to be applied to the bleeding part and 
retained on it firmly by a roller, or by pressure in other ways. For an internal 
hemostatic he employed another formula, viz., distilled water, eight ounces; 
sesquichloride of iron, twelve grains; sugar, q. s. Of this solution the patient 
will take a spoonful (tea or table not stated) every hour, or half hour, or even 
every fifteen minutes, according to the extent and persistence of the hemor¬ 
rhage. A solution of the percbloride of iron has also been applied with success 
in chronic ophthalmia and vascular growths in which the customary astringents, 
cauterizations, and even excisions, had been tried without effect Follin used 
it also with benefit in subacute conjunctivitis with ulcer of the cornea. The 
usual form of application was to put a drop of a solution of 15° to 20° density 
or BauraG, with a pencil or glass rod, every second day. Great pain is felt by the 
patient for the next fifteen minutes, and after it intense heat, which lasts for 
many hours. The remedy was also given internally by Devergie in cutaneous 
affections and in scurvy. Military surgeons have had occasion to test the effi¬ 
cacy of the sesquichloride in hospital gangrene, and in many instances have 
recorded their satisfaction with the results of its use in such cases. 

Dr. Giuseppe gives accounts of five cases of anthrax in which he employed 
sesquichloride of iron topically to the diseased structure, and in all of them with 
entire success. The names of four other persons similarly affected are given by 
the author, and the reports of their cases are equally satisfactory. The period 
of treatment varied from sixteen days to a month. In the five cases of which 
we find a special record, deep crucial incisions were made before applying the 
sesquichloride of iron, which Dr. Giuseppe believes to be the best substitute for 
the actual cautery. Numerous cases of varices have been entirely cured by the 
remedy, in the experience of Vullette, Petreqnin, and Dcsgranges. 

Animal vaccination, or the introduction into the human subject of vaccine 
matter from the cow. is practised on a large scale in Venice and Naples, and 
arrangements are being made for carrying out similar measures in Florence. 

In Venice, animal vaccination has been practised for the last thirteen years, 
under a commission, consisting of the municipal physician, two other medical 
men, a surgeon, and the municipal veterinarian of Venice, under the presidency 
of the physician of the province. Such is the confidence now placed in its 
utility and success, that applications for vaccine matter are made, not only from 
all parts of the Venetian territory, but nlso from Istria, Dalmatia, and even 
Egypt. The benefits of vaccination, with regenerated matter, arc extended, 
with the happiest results to classes of persons who would otherwise be neglected. 
Experience has shown that even where the vaccination of a child had only 
been productive of a small pustule, the matter thence procured and inserted 
into other children has produced full postulation. 

In Florence, Dr. Galligo procured from Dr. Negri, of Naples, genuine matter 
from the cow, which he inserted sixteen times, with resulting regular and cha¬ 
racteristic vaccine pustules, without any symptom of unusual local irritation. 

We have noticed the wise measures of preventive hygiene, in regard to vacci¬ 
nation, adopted by the municipial governments of some of the great Italian 
cities, both as important and instructive in themselves, and as suggestive of 
analogous measures in the different cities and towns of the United States. 

An account is given in the Journal of the Royal Academy of Medicine of 
Turin, of the spontaneous appearance of cowpox in cows, on the royal grounds 
at Vcrnecia, Piedmont. Professor Bassi collected in tubes, from the pustules 
thus produced, vaccine matter, which he inserted into several children with 
entire resulting success. _ _ , 

Professor Pellizari details cases of impetigo, twenty-eight in number, follow¬ 
ing vaccination, in the district of Faenza. We deem it needless to do more here 
than to give his conclusions, which arc to the effect that, as the eruption did not 
show itself in the soles of the feet or palms of the hands, the eyelids or hair, nor 
in the mucous membrane of the mouth, nor in the genital organs, nor anus, it 
was wanting in the characteristic features of syphilis; the ulcers, when they 
No. CXIL— Oct. 1868. 34 
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existed, had not the usual indurated border. They could not, if they were 
syphiloid, have been cured as were those seen on the children, whose cases are 
described. They were entirely cured in thirty days. There was, moreover, no 
swelling of the gland in the neighbourhood of the cutaneous sores; no erythe- 
matic spots, nor papula;, nor crusts on the hairy scalp. None of the women 
who nursed the chilurcn showed any symptoms of syphilis; and in addition, it 
should be mentioned that an analogous cutaneous affection was observed in 
others who had not been vaccinated ih the same year. The author believes 
that the impetigo, in the subjects that were brought to his notice, was sponta¬ 
neous in its origin, and should be classed with other cutaneous disorders follow¬ 
ing vaccination. The curative measures recommended by Dr. Pellizari were 
chiefly of a hygienic character: he advised, however, the revaccination of those 
children, who, besides buving impetiginous, presented vaccinul crusts and cica¬ 
trices of an imperfect character. 

Dr. Giuseppe tells (in the July number of the Journal ) of retarded develop¬ 
ment of vaccine pustule in three cases. The first was one of seven children, 
vaccinated at the same time, with the same matter, six of whom hud vaccinia 
perfectly in the usual period of eight days; but in this one nothing could be 
seen at the expiration of this time but the remains of the mark made by the 
puncture for the insertion of the vaccine matter; and it was not until the 
twentieth day that, after febrile excitement, there nppeared six vesicles which 
went through their course regularly. On another occasion Dr. Giuseppe vac¬ 
cinated ninety persons, two of whom, a child and a youth of eighteen years, 
seemed not to have taken the vaccine, as there was not. on the eighth day, the 
slightest trace of a puncture on the arm; but on the thirteenth day from the 
operation the vesicles began to show themselves, and pustulation was completed 
on the eighth day of their appcarauce. Dr. Messana relates a case of vaccina¬ 
tion of a child ten years old, in which there was even’ appearance of entire suc¬ 
cess up to the seventh day, after which a real umbilicated vesicle disappeared 
for twelve days. There was then a return of vesicle and areola, followed by 
suppuration and desquamation in the usual order. 

in a scries of letters addressed to the editor of the Italian Journal, from 
March to June, 18G7, inclusive. Professor Gamberini investigates the question 
of the transmissibility of syphilis by vaccination. We cannot, for want of 
room, follow the author in his course of argument on the occasion, but shall 
give some of the conclusions which he has reached. Numerous facts show that 
vaccine matter taken from syphilitic subjects produces only true vaccinia iu 
healthy persons. We cannot admit the existence of a syphilitico-vnccine pus¬ 
tule. or one containing both kinds of virus. Such a pustule ought to have its 
appropriate physiognomy; but none such has been witnessed. In many cases 
of disease following vaccination, it is an error in diagnosis to regard them as 
syphilitic; and it may be said that in all the alleged cases of the transmission 
of syphilis by vaccination, there are too many breaks and inaccuracies in the 
argument to allow of a correct judgment being formed. One great cause of 
fallacy on these occasions is the coincidence of the evolution of latent syphilis 
with vaccination, and receiving the latter as the cause of the former. Syphilitic 

E aticnts taken with smallpox, measles, &c., do not communicate syphilis to 
eulthy persons near them, and why should vaccination act in a different man¬ 
ner? When artificial inoculation Is performed with mixed vnccino-syphilitic 
matter, the sole result is a pustule of venereal character. There may exist 
vaccinal and syphilitic pustules on the same subject, and hence a vaccinator 
may incur the risk of imparting to one healthy person vaccinia and to another 
syphilis. 

A case of supposed curative power of smallpox in alarming diphtheria is 
related by Dr. Lombroso in the July number of the Journal, lbC7. lie gives 
also the history of the case of a peasant girl, twenty-two years of age, maniacal 
from an early age, and at the time of writing in a* state of dementia, who was 
restored to sanity by becoming the subject of natural smallpox. 

Syphilography takes up. as might be expected, considerable space in the 
Italian Journal. One of the longest articles, extending to three numbers of 
the Journal, is by Dr, Padova, of Pavia, on the question, whether a mother 
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labouring under syphilis can transmit this disease to her child through the me¬ 
dium of her breast milk? The writer takes an historical review of the opposing 
opinions of syphilographers, from the beginning of the sixteenth century down 
to the present day; and he gives a series of cases and a number of experiments 
by many of them in illustration or enforcement of the arguments on both sides, 
lie reaches definitively and decidedly the conclusion, important both in a patho¬ 
logical and medico-legal point of view, that the milk of a mother infected with 
syphilis is not a vehicle for the transmission of the contagion to her child. If 
a*syphilitic child is presented to a physician, he will be free to deny that it has 
become so by the milk sucked from its mother or wet-nurse, and it will be his 
business to show that the child had the disease from birth, or had contracted it 
by chunce contact with the syphilitic poison. 

Dr. Lombroso gives the melancholy history of the case of a man, aged thirty- 
three years, who, after long syphilitic poisoning, became affected with mania, 
general ostco-porositv, adipose degeneration and abscess of the muscles, cystitis, 
vegetations of the aorta, and spinal meningitis. Some of these organic lesions 
were evinced by symptoms during life—others were revealed by a post-morlem 
examination. 

In a letter to the editor. Dr. Nicola, of Civita Vecchia, furnishes an account 
of his treatment of a case of syphilitic pemphigus associated with chronic gonor¬ 
rhoea and soft ulcers of the glans and the prepuce, swelling of the glands and 
iritis, in a man forty-one years of age. He designates his curative means as 
Pliem’cthSulphilic, used in the following manner: We should premise that the 
skin of the patient was, with the exception of the face and hands and the left 
' leg. nearly covered with bulke and dried scabs, which, when detached, left an 
ulcerated surface exposed. The intermediate space was occupied with a reddish 
coppery eruption. Having first given a purgative, Dr. Nicola directed a carclul 
bathing of the crusts and ulcers every six hours with a solution consisting of 80 
parts of orange-flower water and 20 of liquid phenic acid; the parts were then 
covered with fine linen rags wet with the following liquid: R.—Glycerine und liquid 
phcnic acid, of each 2 oz.; balsam of Tolu, half a drachm; laudanum, 20 drops. In 
the morning and evening an ointment, consisting of sulphite of soda and lard, 
washed, of each 14 oz., was to be rubbed into the inguinal and axillary regions. 
This constituted the topical treatment The internal remedies were, an ounce 
of the rob of Aflecteur, four ounces of the decoction of pollini, every morning; 
und a powder consisting of 45 grains of sulphite of magnesia, 12 grains of bi¬ 
carbonate of soda, and 8 grains of sugar, to be taken an hour before dinner. 
By the twenty-cigth day of the above treatment the ulcers had become en¬ 
tirely cicatrized, the swelling of the glands dispersed, and the ouly traces of the 
bulla: were red spots. The cure was retarded by the inability of the stomach 
to retain always the substances prescribed. Attention was now directed to the 
gouorrhten, which, with the exception of some periods of suspension, had lasted 
for several years. An injection, three times a day, of the following mixture 
was prescribed : R.—Distilled orange-flower water, 4 oz.; liquid phenic acid. I 
oz.; distilled peppermint water, 1£ oz.; laudanum, 1 drachm. The usepf this in¬ 
jection for five nays sufficed to cure the gonorrhoea; but at the expiration of this 
period there supervened intense headacne, especially in the frontal and supra¬ 
orbital regions, tension of the eyeballs, greatest at night and more particularly 
between D P. M. and 3 A. M., wakefulness and never, which lasted three days. 
At this time the left eye became red, tearful, and intolerant of light, and in the 
course of twenty-four hours violent iritis showed itself. Recourse was had U> 
active purging, bloodletting from the arm to the extent of 10 oz., and restric¬ 
tion to a rigorous diet; and the following collyrium was applied to the eye: 
R.—Sulphite of soda. 1 drachm; distilled lettuce water, 4$ oz.; extract of bella¬ 
donna, 6 grains. The use of the sulphite of magnesia and of the rob was con¬ 
tinued. On the eighth day from the attack of cephalalgia, fever and iritis, and 
the redness of the eye hud disappeared; the pupil was restored to its natu¬ 
ral condition, and the sight was entirely recovered. Discontinued the rob, and 
in its stead Dr. Nicola directed the patient to take of syrup of gentian and dul¬ 
camara 20 oz., iodide of potassium 6£ drachms, in the dose of a tablespoonful 
every morning. This syrup, together with the sulphite, was continued for 
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rather more than three weeks, at the end of which the patient left the hospital 
entirely restored to health. 

A case of venereal exostosis of the sternum and the left tibia in a man thirty- 
three years of ape, is related by Hr. Carmelo, in the Journal, as having proye'd 
intractable to the iodide of potassium in doses increased to forty-five grains 
daily, uud yielding to the deuto-phosphate of mercury, in doses of one grain in 
the day. continued for two months. 

Dr. Fidelc di Fieri, who wrote an essay on this mercurial salt, gives it the 
preference over all the other preparations of mercury, and extols its remedial 
powers in gout, phthisis, convulsions, sciatica, glandular engorgements, nstlnna 
accompanied by serous extravasation in the pleura and pericardium, nephritic 
pains, and mucous deposits in the urine, gastralgia, osteocopc, eruptions with 
scabs; all of these disorders having in certain persons a syphilitic origin. 

Dr. Minteforte, in a report on the clinical practice in the syphilitic hospital 
at Palermo, claims that great benefit was derived from phonic acid, five parts to 
water one hundred, in syphilitic ulcers, applied by means of lint. In syphilidcs, 
generally, the iodide of arsenic was the preferred remedy; und he states that 
subcutaneous injections constitute the best means of cure in some cases. 

There is a long paper, retrospective and clinical, on blcnnorrhagic ophthalmia, 
by Dr. Rosmini, in tnc November and December numbers of the Journal. 11 is 
practice in this disease is to cauterize freely the palpebral conjunctiva, both of 
the upper and lower lid, from one commissure to the other, while taking care to 
raise as much as possible the lid from the ball of the eye. The process is to be 
repeated in the less violent cases twice a day; uud only when the purulent dis¬ 
charge continues for some days, are injections of a solution of crystallized nitrate 
of silver—two grains to an ounce of water—to be used at the same time. This 
may be increased to three or four grains to the ounce if the pyorrhoea returns 
after cauterization by the solid nitrate. 

Professor Profeta, lecturer on syphilograpliy and dermatology in the Uni¬ 
versity of Palermo, makes extended observations, critical and historical, on 
“the alleged gonorrhoeal articular rheumatism,” in the July and August num¬ 
bers of the Journal. He shows that the only relation of rheumatism to gonor¬ 
rhoea is that of simple coincidence in the time of their attack. There is nothing 
distinctive in the complications of the alleged compound disease from what is 
seen in those of acute articular rheumatism, whether we have reference to in¬ 
flammation of the lungs and pleura, or affections of the heart. He extends this 
assertion to the occurrence of serous iritis or inflammation of the membrane 
of Demours, which, he says, is not entitled to be culled metastatic or sympathetic 
ophthalmia, “ a name only fitted to create confusion in the science.” 1 he only 
concession that can be made in favour of the gonorrhceal etiology of articular 
rheumatism is thus stated by Foucart, viz., that gonorrluua may constitute a 
kind of predisposition by which those labouring under it are more susceptible 
to the actions of external agents and especially the impression from cold, and 
thus become victims to arthritis, or acute articular rheumatism. Dr. Profeta. 
making use of numerical proofs of the correctness of his views, tells us, that in 
more than a thousand cases of gonorrhoea which have come under his notice, 
and of which four-fifths were men, he has 6cen only twenty-two of articular 
rheumatism to which some might give the name of gonorrhoeal; but in all of 
this list there had existed either a predisposition to rheumatism or powerful 
rhcumatismal causes had been in operation. Meignen is quoted as furnishing a 
statistical return, from the Antiquuille Hospital at Lyons, of 2423 cases of 
urethral gonorrhoea in men, and in these there were but G8 cases of articular 
rheumatism. 

Doctor Danicli, in the Journal of Medical ami Veterinary Pharmacy , gives 
the details and results of his treatment of venereal buboes by injections of sul¬ 
phate of copper. AVhen the bubo has suppurated or has evidently reached its 
greatest extent he makes a small opening at its summit with a lancet and empties 
completely the tumour, and then injects once or twice a solution of sulphate of 
copper in the proportion of one of this latter to one hundred of water, or 
say eight grains to the ounce, so that the liquid will come in contact with the 
entire surface of the abscess. This is to be completely emptied of the injection, 
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and on the part is applied n thick pledget of lint wet with lend water and o>ver 
this again a graduated compress secured by proper bandaging. The patient 
will be enjoined to keep at rest. This treatment is to be repeated daily, until 
the fourth or fifth dav. when the injections will lie discontinued; but the satu ™"= 
lotion” and compression still applied. The .suppurations now become small 
and serous and nr a citron colour, and between the eighth and t ™' h1 ‘‘ ■*?? ? 

entirely, ami the small wound made with the lancet 13 healed and the patient 

’’The Journal touches on some other subjects than the specinltics which con¬ 
stitute its™,in theme. Thus. Tor instance, we End a case of stricture of the 
urethra removed by the urethra-tenotome of Doctor Hiccordi. and a plate ex¬ 
hibiting the several parts of the instrument and thn manner “nflrJFan account 
Doctor Ambrosoli communicates, to the February nttmher of 1808, nn account 
of double vagina and double uterus with a double cervix in a prostitute nged 
twenty-six'yettrs” of robust frame, and who had never suffered from any d,sense, 
except the 7 gonorrhoea. Tor which she was admitted into the venereal hospital. 
On separating the lesser labia two vaginal orifices are seen; the one on the 
rl-lt't side being smaller Ilian that on the left. Hie septum hetween the two 
cavities consists or a diiplicalnrc or the mucous membrane of the VCToa, whtch 
in its ascent became gradmillv thinner, and at its attachment to the cervix of 
the uterus resembled a most delicate memitraoe. Dr. A. on careful respeetton. 
discovered another still smaller and more raised cervix and os in connection n ith 
the ri-'lit vaginal cavitv. The menses Bowed from each of the two passages. 
Only one of them, the left, was affected with gonorrhrea; the right remaining 
free* from disease. This woman never had children. 1 be author precedes Ins 
account of this case with a bibliographical notice or thet writers on anomalres 
of the uterus and vagina. In the September number of the Journal. 18Gi, we 
see an nccount bv l)r. Italic, or Dresden (Mnnalsschrifl Gebartsk .)of a CMC of 
double vagina aid probably of double uterns-in a peasant girl twenty-eight 

^llcrewc close onr bibliographical notice, without criticism or comment, of 
the Italian Journal of Venereal Diseases and or Diseases of the Skin, so far as 
relates to the original department, hot without our taking into nccount its ap- 
proprfately selected matters. Onr readers, looking to the freshness nod in- 
struetivc nature of the subjects now brought to their notice, will, wc believe, 
: 0 jn us in the wislt to lie kept in fretptenl communication with the intelligent 
and zealous writers noil clinical teachers who now contribute to the pages of 
our valued and esteemed contemporary of Milan. 


\UT XXII .—Lomu in Physical Diagnosis. By AnruKD L. Ireosns, M. IK, 
rrof of Institutes and Prac of Med in Med. Dopartmcnt or Untv. of New 
York, etc. 8vo. pp. 153. New York: Robert M. De\\ itt, lbOS. 

Tv his nrefacc to the hook. Dr. Ireotnis informs ns that this volume is pnhlished 
in complmncttwith numerous requests made by members of hi, class tn Phys.cal 
Diuirno^is “ Had I,” he savs. “ attempted originality on such a subject. I should 
have committed error. My sole object has been to collect_.nto a platn and com- 
un-hensive comnend the result of the resenreh of many inquirers. l ms is 
rather a modestintroduction, bnt one nnt without its attraction Tor the student, 
for after all, the most successful teachers are not always the most° r "£" ; “ th ’ 
anil in many of the recent works on this subject a good deal or ln 

minds of students is caused by the attempt to overthrow existing theo . 
author is ceSy not over solicitous to ohtntde any peculiar ™wsi.pon‘^ 
profession, while 'it is equally evident that he is quite familiar with those pro- 
fessed bv the best and most recent writers. lQf Th s5irns 

T1,p arrangement of the contents of the book is as follows. 1st. I oe si n ns 
W k2h diseases of the lungs and pleura furnish are enumerated, and, to some 



